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WATER SUPPLY 

234. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Water: 

I refer to the dry winter that Perth and the south west are experiencing and the impact it is having on our water 
supplies. 

(1) What is the current situation with WA’s water supplies? 

(2) Is it true that the previous Liberal–National government droughtproofed Perth? 

(3) Is it true that there has been bipartisanship on water policy for the past decade? 

Mr D.J. KELLY replied: 

I thank the member for Murray–Wellington for that question. 

(1)–(3) It is no surprise, given the fantastic weather that we have had, that we are having an extraordinarily dry 
winter. Prior to 1975, 300 billion litres of water would fall out of the sky and run into our dams, and that 
basically supplied Perth. This year the runoff into our dams is 1.5 gigalitres. That is a massive change. If 
the Water Corporation gets 25 gigalitres — 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party! 

Mr D.J. KELLY: The Leader of the National Party might want to listen to the answer. 

The Water Corporation is now lucky to get 25 gigalitres of water a year. The drying climate is having a terrible 
impact on our water supply. We are one of the three places on the planet most affected by climate change, but that 
is something we never heard from the previous government. We did not hear it from the former Minister for Water 
or the former Minister for Environment. In fact, after almost two decades of successive governments trying to send 
the message that we need to conserve our water, the previous Minister for Water claimed that we had 
droughtproofed Perth. What a disgraceful comment to make by a Minister for Water! Honestly, she will go down 
as probably the worst Minister for Water in two decades. To claim that we had droughtproofed Perth — 

Mr J.E. McGrath interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for South Perth! 
Mr D.J. KELLY: — was a grossly irresponsible statement. When she made that comment, I thought that that was 
just the National Party going a bit crazy—that was just a bit of National Party craziness. I was absolutely shocked 
when the then Treasurer, the now Leader of the Opposition, in a 2015 budget speech, repeated the claim that the 
then government had droughtproofed Perth. It had gone from being National Party fantasy to official government 
policy. 

Those opposite have no idea of the impact that climate change is having on our climate. This morning I visited the 
Perth desalination plant—the plant that was opened by the Gallop and Carpenter Labor governments 10 years ago. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the third time. 

Mr D.J. KELLY: The Perth desalination plant now provides almost 17 per cent of Perth water’s supply—
45 gigalitres. At the time, the then Leader of the Opposition, the member for Cottesloe, described this decision of 
the former Gallop Labor government as the worst option available to deal with Perth’s water supply. In his previous 
career, the Leader of the Opposition predicted that the Perth desalination plant would be a monument to waste. He 
also said in the same quote that the Mandurah rail line would be a monument to waste. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, I will make a decision on whether the question or answer is too long. Anyone on the 
front bench who keeps interjecting and thinks I cannot see them because they have their hand up to their mouth 
will get called to order. 

Mr D.J. KELLY: The current Leader of the Opposition clearly has no comprehension of the importance of these 
sorts of water measures and no comprehension of the current situation that Perth in particular faces with its water 
supply. Like many other policies that the Liberal Party had in the previous government, it should acknowledge 
that on water security, its claim to droughtproof Perth was probably the worst possible policy setting in the history 
of water policy in Western Australia. 
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